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The work of Weiss is elaborate and exhaustive. The author has embodied in 
it the results of a long and brilliant career as New Testament specialist. He has 
distinguished himself especially by his investigations into the Synoptic problem. 
The details of his theory upon the origin and relation of the Synoptic gospels 
were fully presented some years ago in two volumes upon the gospels of Matthew 
and Mark and their parallel passages. Stated in few words the theory of Weiss is 
that the writing by the Apostle Matthew to which early writers refer under the name 
of Logia or Oracles and which they declare to have been written in Aramaic, is the 
oldest primitive document whose presence we can distinctly trace in our Synoptics. 
It entered most fully into the first gospel and thus gave to it the name of Matthew. 
Viewing the gospels in their present form, Weiss holds that Mark is the oldest 
and thinks that it was used by the writers of the first and third. There is thus a 
double direct relation between the first and second gospels ; both are dependent 
upon a common writing (the Logid) and the first is again dependent upon the 
second. The third gospel is largely dependent upon the second, but between the 
first and third there is no direct interdependence. This theory is wrought out 
with great ability and acumen and while grave difficulties may be urged against 
some of its features, it appears to us, on the whole, to account for the phenomena 
of the Synoptic gospels more satisfactorily than most of the views which have 
been current. 

We think that those who consult Weiss' Introduction will recognize in him a 
happy union of the progressive and conservative spirit in biblical investigation. 
He is a striking illustration of the fact that the most strictly critical processes are 
not necessarily destructive in their tendency and result. Weiss is hampered by 
no theory of what the facts of Scripture must be. He does not, as has been so 
often done in all ages, determine the results to which he must come in advance in 
order to reach them. He pursues untrammelled the methods of both the Higher 
and the Lower. Criticism. The many American students who have attended his 
lectures will never forget the vehemence with which he attacks arbitrary interpre- 
tations and conclusions which are determined by dogmatic bias. Yet, Weiss, with 
all these free and, as many would think, radical tendencies, comes to essentially 
orthodox conclusions and champions evangelical beliefs distinctively upon the 
basis of free and searching criticism. This fact lends a special interest and im- 
portance to his position and work for all who are zealous for evangelical truth. 

We commend this work to the attention of all earnest students of the New 
Testament. It will richly repay a careful study. The man who will master the 
contents of these volumes will know the things most important to be known 
about New Testament Criticism and the man who imbibes its spirit will be pre- 
pared for a candid and reverent study of the important questions which relate to 
the origin, genuineness and credibility of the books of the New Testament. 

Word Studies in the Writings of John. 

Word Studies in the New Testament. Vol. II. The Writings of John ; the Gospel, 
the Epistles, the Apocalypse. By Marvin R. Vincent, D.D. New York : 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1889. 8vo, pp. 607. Price, $4.00. 

The title of this work is a very modest one. Its contents are much more than 
studies of words in the New Testament. They embrace a somewhat thorough 
presentation of the course of thought in chapters and the exegetical treatment of 
verses and phrases where difficulties present themselves. The order of treatment 
is not topical but the material is taken up as it presents itself in the book or chap- 
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ter which is under consideration. In other words while it does not claim to be a 
commentary and in some respects does not come into comparison with that species 
of religious literature, in other and very important respects the work may be said 
to be as good a commentary as can be obtained upon the New Testament. 

A thorough and complete commentary should deal with the words, the sentences 
and the larger sections of the material as they may be explained and illustrated 
and gathered up in the light of lexical, grammatical, historical and theological 
knowledge. Few commentaries do this. The larger proportion omit what is in 
this volume done so well — the study of the words and phrases from the poiat of 
view of lexicon and grammar. It is particularly true of the Old Testament and 
hardly less so in the case of the New, that many commentaries otherwise useful 
are rendered unreliable if not largely worthless, because their authors are ignorant 
of the lexical and grammatical knowledge so fundamentally necessary for sound 
and safe exegesis, or if not ignorant are extremely negligent in its application. 
In this respect the work of Dr. Vincent is most commendable. He does not fur- 
nish much that is original and probably would be the first to acknowledge it. But 
he has culled much valuable material from trustworthy sources with sound judg- 
ment. It is so arranged and presented that intelligent students of the English 
Scriptures can use it with great profit. 

Those who are able to obtain these volumes will find them most valuable. With 
this series when complete and a good modern commentary upon the New Testa- 
ment, the student will find himself amply furnished and will be saved the pur- 
chase of a multitude of other and less useful books. 

It is a great pity that the author or publishers felt compelled to present the 
material in so bulky and so costly a shape. There is no reason why the size of 
these volumes should not have been reduced at least two thirds. . The very class 
of people for whom they seem to be prepared and to whom they are most useful 
will be restrained from purchasing them by their size and cost. Thick paper and 
large type make a sumptuous and beautiful volume, but in books for the many are 
out of place. The fact that, as the volumes increase, more and more space will 
be devoted to cross-references and the reader will be required to possess the entire 
set to make a satisfactory use of any one part — this adds weight to our criticism. 
More than a few pages in the portion here devoted to the Revelation are occupied 
merely with references to the author's previous volume on the Synoptic Gospels. 
In three or four handy volumes this series of Word-studies would be within the 
reach of ten times as many as will be able now to purchase it. The volumes 
could also be improved in their utility by inserting at the top of each page the 
chapters and verses which are being treated on that page. As it is now, one who 
refers to the book for its help on a particular verse must search about for the be- 
ginning of the chapter and carefully follow along until the passage is reached. 



